2009 Honduras Mission Trip

Informational Meeting

February 8, 2009

Team to Date:

48 potential members: 29 from SC and19 from New Hampshire
Honduras Background

Economic: Second poorest country in Central America and one of the poorest countries in the Western Hemisphere.  Most people work in Agriculture.
Average per capita income:  Honduras $3,100 U.S. $38,611

Average daily wage Honduras: $5 per day.  U.S $148.50 per day

Unemployment rate: Honduras 27.9%  U.S. 8.1%

Population below poverty line: Honduras 53%  US 12.7%
Religious: 47% of the population are Catholic, many in name only, membership in the Roman Catholic Church is declining while membership in Protestant churches is increasing. And is now 36% of population.  The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (Mormons) claims over 120,000 members is rapidly growing.
How we will serve in 2009:
1.  VBS – Bigger than last year!  More kids will attend and we’ll do VBS 5 days!  We’ll have over 100 kids each day.
2.  Teacher Education – Providing teaching skills and resources to the teachers of the ECDC.

2.  Build classrooms onto the existing Duyure Building constructed during last year’s trip.
3.  Work with a Medical Brigade from another church that will be in Duyure during our time there.

3.  Food distribution – Much larger scale than last year.  Triple the bags distributed and two vehicles, rather than one.

2009 Trip Facts
1.  Combining with Chris Black's former congregation in Hew Hampshire.  This aligns with our 2nd Core Value.

2.  Will depart the morning of July 25 and return August 1.

3.  Cost- See projections below.  We will be giving you guidance on how to raise the money and we will be collecting money from SC to help those that need it.

4.  $100 deposit and mission application due March 2.
5.  Team members are expected to attend 4 of 5 meetings.  We will use the meetings for two primary purposes, praying together and bonding.  We’ll be communicating facts by email.  You need to make sure you check your email regularly.
6.  We will need two coordinators from SC and one from N.H. for each of the following works:

· VBS – Teens to lead this with the support of John and other adults.
· Teacher Education - 
· Classroom Construction - 
· Food Distribution - 
These coordinators will be responsible for planning activities prior to leaving and implementing plans while on the trip.

Pre- Trip Timeline

Meeting 1 - Feb 8 11:30-12:30
Meeting 2 - March 8 11:30-12:30 

$100 deposit and mission application due for each participant.
Meeting 3- May 3 12 11:30-12:30

Meeting 4 - June 21 11:30-12:30

Meeting 5-July 19 11:30-12:30

Depart July 25
Projected Trip Timeline:
July 25 – Arrive at ATL 7:30am, Depart Atlanta 9:40am arrive in T’galpa 11:30am CST,  Lunch in T’galpa, Bus ride to Choleteca ( 2 hours), Shopping for VBS and food distribution supplies in Choleteca.  Bus ride to Mission Lazarus Refuge (45 minutes).  Dinner, devotional, prepare for next day’s work.
July 26 – Wake up 7:00, eat, pack up, bus ride to Duyure (90 minutes), Food Distribution, VBS, Worship in Duyure, Bus ride back to Mission Lazarus Refuge, Dinner, Devotional, prepare for next day’s work.

July 27-30 - Wake up 6:30, eat, pack up, bus ride to Duyure (90 minutes), Food Distribution, Construction, Teacher Education, VBS, Bus ride back to Mission Lazarus Refuge, Dinner, Devotional, prepare for next day’s work.

July 31 – Sleep in, eat, pack-up for return home, Bus ride to T’galpa ( 2 ½ hours), check in to hotel, relax, dinner together.
August 1st – Check in at airport 10:00am, fly home at 12:05.  Arrive at ATL at 6:00pm
Probable Buy Down of Mission Trip Expense - Assuming 22 SC Members will need support beyond their individual fund raising.
Projected Special Collection Giving  -$3,000

Children's Money                                   $150

Funds Remaining from 2008               $1,000

Fund Raiser                                          $1,000
Donation                                               $5,000
                                                              $9,150/22 =                            $416 per person

                                                                                                             $769
* If you are willing to fly non-rev you can save the cost of airfare.  However, please be aware that there are risks associated with flying non-rev.  If you are not at the airport in T’galpa when the bus leaves at the time scheduled to pick up the team, you will have to do one of two things:
1.  Fly back home and miss the trip.

2.  Secure your own transportation to Choluteca.  This is a 2/12 hour drive/ride from T’galpa.
Tips and answers to common questions/concerns
Travel

· If you are planning to fly non-rev, let us know by February 14th.  We are going to make a deposit with Delta to hold seats for those who are purchasing tickets.

· Make sure your passport is up to date.  Apply for your Passport Now!!!

What to Bring

· We will eat snack foods for lunch every day e.g. power bars, cheese and crackers, pop tarts, etc.  This will be purchased prior to U.S. departure by each team member for their personal use.  Duyure is very remote so there are no restaurants.  We will have a great breakfast and dinner every day.

· We’ll provide you with a packing list in June.  Pack light.
I am concerned I won’t be able to raise the money.

· Don’t quit the team because the money does not appear to be coming in for you.  Stick it out to the end.  Give God time to work.  However, let us know by May 1 if money is not coming in from your solicitations.  Also, remember some may raise more than they need so they will be happy to give it to the team to cover those that are having more difficulty.  Again, just stick it out and trust God to work it out.  If you drop out, do so because you decided you didn’t want to go, not because you didn’t trust God to deliver something like money.

Cultural

· You’ll be working in a remote area of Honduras where they don’t see many Caucasian U.S. Citizens.  The residents, not primarily the church members, will refer to you often as “Gringo” or “Gringa” and give you long stares.  It is important that you understand that your presence is strange to them and they respond as such.  Don’t take it personally.

What is the most important thing we’ll do when there?

· Be open to let God use you.  Pray for God to work and use us as His instruments of reconciliation.

· When you have a choice to make between being with the people and completing work.  ALWAYS CHOOSE THE PEOPLE.  

· Will the language barrier be very difficult?  Everyone understands the language of love.  It is amazing how much is communicated with actions, rather than words.  We will have 4 or 5 fluent Spanish speakers with us on the trip and they will be able to ensure we communicate well.

Safety
· Your safety while at the Mission Lazarus Refuge will be very good.  There is security on property at all times.  As on any trip it is important to stay in groups when away from the Refuge.  Most of the crime that occurs, in the region of Honduras in which we will be, is petty theft.  The cultural view is if you leave something lying out and unattended, you must not have appreciated it enough to take care of it.  Keep anything you value on your person.  Do not wear anything that will indicate wealth.  Leave at home your engagement ring, jewelry, nice watch, brand label clothes.  This simply attracts attention that you don’t need.  Plus, they will probably be ruined during our work.  All of the locals will know who we are and that we are there to help.  They also know if anything bad happens to us, others will not continue to come down there to help.  The Honduran people are just like you and me.  They want to live peacefully and safely.  Violent crime is typically drug related.  On that note.  If you are in possession of drugs in Honduras, you must know that the laws against such in Honduras are much more severe than in the U.S.  If you are caught with illegal drugs you will be caught up in a legal system that is far different that ours.  DO NOT BRING ILLEGAL DRUGS WITH YOU, ATTEMPT TO BUY THEM WHILE IN HONDURAS OR BRING THEM BACK TO THE U.S.  To do so will place your life and the safety of the entire group in jeopardy.
